
Satellite Telemetry Interagency Working Group (STIWG)
Minutes - Meeting July 18, 2000

Introduction: David Wingerd of the U. S. Army Corp of Engineers and STIWG chairman for
year 2000  welcomed STIWG members to the Northwest Division Headquarters in Portland,
Oregon and provided an overview of the meeting facilities.  David then presented this meeting’s 
agenda (attachment #1) and opened the meeting.

Minutes: The minutes of the March 2000 meeting were approved as written.  The minutes from
the March meeting were distributed via e-mail as a WordPerfect file and as an Adobe Acrobat
PDF file.  Attachment #2 contains the meeting’s sign-in sheet.

Treasure Report: Donald (Doc) Carver, OFCM, (STIWG Treasurer) presented the status of
funding.  

$92,158  is currently in the account.

Doc then presented a very thorough review of the STIWG funding account and a document
(attachment #3) detailing all transactions dating from December 1997 through June 2000.  Doc’s
presentation included details of a review within OFCM regarding the history of the STIWG
account.  DOC met with Mack Kato of NOAA’s finance office in an effort to discover exactly
how and when funds committed by several  member agencies during years in the mid and late
1990s disappeared from the account during a 1999 audit.  Unfortunately it could not be
determined as to the exact bookkeeping event that resulted in the lose of funds, but it is now
understood that money thought to be carried over from one fiscal year to the next was not carried
over.  As a result of these events, OFCM has deployed a new accounting system to insure that all
future STIWG fund transactions are tracked and verified.  STIWG must advise OFCM to prepare
for end of year carry over events.

Meeting with OFCM regarding STIWG account:
In an attempt to recoup these lost funds, Dave Wingerd and Ernest Dreyer corresponded with
NOAA finance officials and met with OFCM members.  Dave and Ernest provided a detailed
report of near term and long term STIWG sponsored  procurements and how these purchases
were being adversely effected by the lost funds. Attachment #4 details the correspondence.  As a
result, NOAA finance stated that if any end of year (1999) money can be found within NOAA, it
will be provide to STIWG in an attempt to offset the losses from earlier years.

High Data Rate Contract: Warrren Dorsey (NESDIS/OSD) was not able to attend this meeting. 
Jim Wydick (NESDIS contractor) did present a slide (attachment #5) detailing the spending
history of HDR.  Jim also briefed the committee on the status of demodulator testing at Wallops. 
The 300 baud demodulators have been successfully tested and 2 addition test demods are to be
delivered during October 2000..  Technical problems have been encountered with the 1200 baud
units. NESDIS also advised that there will probably be 2 vendors with certified HDR DCPs by the
end of this year. 

Phil Sielaff (BLM) briefed STIWG of the activities involving the technical evaluation contract



awarded to Cy Settles.  Cy is to provide an expert appraisal of the HDR specifications and to
evaluate all of the technical questions presented by the various DCP manufacturers. Cy has
already determined that there are several unresolved technical issues involving the 1,200 baud
DCPs and that additional testing of the 1,200 baud spec is required.  Cy stated that the 300 baud
specs are valid.  See attachment #6.

Other HDR issues: At this point in time STIWG has no other outstanding issues regarding the
HDR, we are awaiting the conclusion of Cy’s study.  STIWG does request a review of the
NESDIS HDR implementation plan and requests a printed document that details the plan.

DOMSAT and DOMSAT II: Current contract valid through September 30,  2000 and the final
year of contract extensions will expire September 30, 2001.  Monthly costs are $3,100 or $37,200
for the year.  

A CBD announcement to modify or extend the current contract extension failed.  There must now
be an open procurement for the next DOMSAT contract.  NESDIS advised that the paperwork
for the next DOMSAT contract is complete but all further actions are on hold until $130,000 is
obligated to the contract by STIWG.  Considering the current funding level of STIWG at $92,158
and that $37,200 is already committed to the FY00 DOMSAT extension, leaving a balance of
$54,958, STIWG must acquire at least $75,042 to move forward to the first year of the new
DOMSAT contract.

DAPS II: No new information on this topic.  NESDIS is in a “Blackout” regarding this
procurement action.  Awarding of a contract is expected during FY 2000.

Other Business: 

Ernest Dryer briefed STIWG on continuing activities within the USGS regarding their upgrading
and reconfiguration of  Local Readout Ground Station (LRGS) and the potential of using
Extensible Markup Language (XML) documents to communicate DCP information.  A detailed
presentation on these and other new technologies and techniques was presented to this sessions’s 
TWG meeting.

Larry Cedrone of the NWS briefed STIWG on the continuing difficulties encountered with the
numerous methods employed by the DCS community regarding the programming of DCPs.  Larry
presented a model based on the 1989 model of STIWG sponsored Decimal Encoding Format. 
Larry agreed to define a  model suitable to the DCS community and will be contacting STIWG
member agencies for their support.

Dave Wingerd led a discussion involving the STIWG Terms of Reference.  This document,
drafted in 1984 and signed in July of 1985, may be in need of modernization.  A continuation of
this discussion is expected during the next meeting.  The original Terms of Refernece document is attached. 

Next Meeting: tentatively, Tuesday Oct. 17th at Wallops Island, Va.



About this document:

The WordPerfect version of this document, distributed via e-mail,  contains the meeting’s minutes only.
A complete version of these minutes along with all attachments is presented in this Adobe PDF format
and viewable via a web browser.
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